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Aurora Public Schools Foundation  

Board of Directors 
In 2013-2014, the foundation benefited from the dedicated service of the following individuals: 

 

 

 

Stef Petryszyn (Chair) 
Raytheon (Retired) 
 
Mary Spillane (Vice Chair & Chair Elect) 
Comcast 
 
Laura English (Secretary) 

UnitedHealthcare 
 
Kenneth Boyd 
Denver District Attorney’s Office 
 
Julian Clay 
Colorado Air National Guard 140th OSS 
 
Diane DiGiacomo 
The Piton Foundation 
 
Nate Eckloff 
RBC Capital Markets 
 

Dave Espinosa 
PCL Construction 
 
Rachael Gregoire 
Aurora Schools Federal Credit Union 

 

 
Debi Hunter Holen 
Aurora City Council/Aurora Public Schools 
 
Cindy Jennings 
Volition Strategies 
 
Janet Kiyota 

Trion Promotion and Design 
 
Richard Levin  
BakerHostetler 
 
Dave Mittan 
FirstBank – Aurora Market 
 
Samantha Moreno 
University of Colorado  
Anschutz Medical Campus 
 
Zachary Mugge 
Robinson, Waters & O’Dorisio, P.C. 

 
Laura Noe 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
 
 
 

Murugan Palani 
Xcel Energy 
 
Richard Patterson 
Aurora Public Schools 
 
George Peck 

Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
 
Derek Rushing 
University of Colorado Hospital 
 
JulieMarie Shepherd 
Aurora Public Schools  
Board of Education 
 
Paul Lhevine (Ex-Officio) 
Aurora Public Schools Foundation 
 
Rico Munn (Ex-Officio) 
Aurora Public Schools  

 
William Stuart (Ex-Officio) 
Aurora Public Schools   
 
 

 
Our students’ stories drive our passion, and we are privileged to serve Aurora Public Schools.   

  

There are many factors that come together to build strong communities, and we believe the most 

critical component is a thriving public school system.  Aurora Public Schools is the bedrock of our 

community, and our students are so richly deserving of our support. 

  

The mission of the Aurora Public Schools Foundation is to cultivate community investment to enrich 

student opportunity.  Our vision  is achieved when possibility becomes reality for every student.   
  

Over the past year our board reflected on our work and aligned our priorities to drive positive outcomes 

and stay relevant in this changing world.  The APS Foundation continues our rich traditions of stewarding 

our robust scholarship program and facilitating direct support to our classrooms and schools.  And this 

year, our foundation established the bold goal to develop a Future Center in each of our high schools 

over the next six years, starting in 2015 with Hinkley High School.  Our Future Center Initiative is detailed in 

this annual report. 

  

The aim is simple – help all APS students see the possibilities for their future and chart realistic paths to 
accomplish their vision. 

  

Thank you for investing in our students and our schools!  With your help we look forward to continuing 

the tradition of developing and sustaining projects and programs that ensure our students thrive in our 

schools and graduate ready to succeed.   

  

We look forward to engaging with all of you on this journey. 
  

Paul Lhevine                     Mary Spillane 
Executive Director           Board Chair 

 



About the Aurora Public Schools Foundation 
 

In our 27th year, the Aurora Public Schools Foundation continues a strong tradition of raising and 

leveraging resources, engaging volunteers and developing partnerships across the public, private, 

non-profit and philanthropic sectors to support our students, teachers, classrooms and schools. The 

foundation’s goals and priorities are aligned to drive measurable outcomes.   

  

• Establishment of Future Centers in each of our high schools over the next six years, starting in 2015 

with Hinkley High School.  Future Centers – modeled after the work of the Denver Scholarship 

Foundation – are resource centers located in high schools where the sole focus is helping 

students plan for their future. These centers are the place where career and college readiness 

support services come together to serve the entire school population.   

 

• Stewardship of a robust student scholarship program created through the generosity of 

individuals, families and organizations throughout our community. This scholarship program fosters 

the college-bound culture within the district.  Last spring we saw a 25 percent increase in 

scholarship applications – a result of improved communications and more noticeably an 

increased need for financial assistance. 

 

• Facilitation of direct philanthropic support to classrooms and schools across the district. For 

donors wishing to identify specific projects and programs and address specific needs, the 

foundation stewards these contributions to ensure donor intent is fulfilled. 

 

We are focused on our new mission and vision and hope that you will join us in serving the students of 

Aurora Public Schools every day. 

 

 

Aurora Public Schools  

By the Numbers 
 

More than 40,000 students attend APS. 

 

APS students come from more than  

 countries and speak more than  

130 different languages.  

  

38% of our students are second language 

learners.  

   

69% of our students receive free or reduced 

lunch. 

Our vision: Possibility becomes reality for every student 

Our mission: Cultivate community investment to enrich student opportunity 



Supporting Our Students 

Future Center Initiative 
 

 

In the spring of 2014, the APS Foundation launched 

the Future Centers initiative to ensure all APS 

students graduate ready to succeed in 

postsecondary opportunities.  

 

Future Centers are an innovative approach to 

connect high school students to postsecondary 

options. Advisors guide students and their families 

through the college application process: how to 

construct essays, apply for financial aid and 

scholarships, and understand the dynamics of 

postsecondary institutions.   

 

Future Centers coordinate closely with the school 

district, principals and school counselors to 

complement the pre-collegiate programs already 

in place and strengthen the college attendance 

culture in the school. 

  

There is an acute need to support APS students in 

creating and executing postsecondary plans. 

APS’s four-year graduation rate is 53% (24% lower 

than the state average) and college enrollment 

rate is 40% (17% lower than the state average). 

However, earning a postsecondary credential is 

increasingly necessary to be competitive for jobs in 

today’s economy. By 2020, 74% of Colorado’s jobs 

will require some form of postsecondary education.  

  

Future Centers will be a dedicated, central hub for 

postsecondary planning and a place where 

students can access information, guidance and 

support, in their building, during the school day, as 

well as after school.   

  

The APS Foundation is focused on a sustainable 

resource development plan that includes public 

and foundation funding in addition to support from 

individuals.  Our generous funding community is 

paving the way for students across APS to take the 

necessary steps to secure the promise of 

postsecondary education. 

2014 Scholarship Recipients 
 

 

Aurora Public Schools Scholarship 
     Nin Mya Mya Aung – Aurora Central 

     Carolina Sanchez Serrano – Gateway 

     Tania Gonzalez – Hinkley  

     Nathaniel Bradley – Rangeview  

     Sierra Sky Volutra – Vista PEAK 

     Darling Najar Madera – William Smith 

 

Aurora Public Schools Music Scholarship 
     Rachel Heather Nuttall – Rangeview  

 

Advantage Security Scholarship 
     Eduardo Garcia – Aurora Central 

     Noah James Jones – Hinkley  

 

James Burns Memorial Scholarship 
     Jose Ivan Leal – Aurora Central  

 

Bob Caviness Scholarship 
     Shakir Mohamed – Aurora Central 

     Abelard Palmer – Aurora Central 

 

Gerkin Family Expository Writing Scholarship 
     Benjamin Muratov – Gateway  

     Matias Gabriel Saez – Hinkley  

 

T. Matt Hirschfeld Scholarship 
     Andre Emmanuel Russell – Gateway  

 

Linn Hogue Memorial Scholarship 
     Jessica T. Huynh – Rangeview  

 

Elinor Knapp Scholarship for Girls 
     Jessica T. Huynh – Rangeview  

 

Jack Knapp Memorial Scholarship 
     Matias Gabriel Saez – Hinkley  

 

Nora Jane Crocker Redding Scholarship 
     Summer Bonnie Knoshaug – Rangeview  

 

Dr. Sheila W. Robertson Memorial Scholarship 
     Kandace Alyssa Santistevan – Rangeview  

 

The Myrtle Replogle Travis & Russell Romayne Travis 
Memorial Scholarship 
     Jose Ivan Leal – Aurora Central  

 

Vista PEAK Business Pathway Scholarship 
     Nick Cisneros – Vista PEAK 



Community Partners 
We are proud to partner with these 
organizations. Their support is vital in the 
enrichment of student opportunity. 

 

2013 Gala 
Our second annual gala was a huge success. We 
increased our revenue from the 2012 gala by 10 percent, 
allowing us to make that much more of an impact on the 
students of APS. 

 

We were proud to honor the following awardees: 

 

Outstanding Alumnus: Dave Baker, President, FirstBank 

               (Hinkley High School) 

 

Outstanding Community Partner: DaVita 

 

Outstanding Volunteer: Janet Kiyota 

 

These awards reflect the foundation’s deep appreciation 
and respect for these individuals and organizations and 
the role they play in the Aurora Public Schools 
community. 

Financial Report: Statement of Activities 
 

 

REVENUE 2013-2014 

 

Contributions – General            $1,020,989 

Contributions – Payroll Deductions                     $702 

Special Events Revenue (net of expenses)   $110,977 

Investment Income                     $528 

 

Total Revenues            $1,133,196 

 

 

 

EXPENSES 2013-2014 

 

Program Services 

    Program Support*                $68,210 

    Scholarships                 $57,363 

    Special Projects**           $1,691,510 

 

Total Program Services            $1,817,083 

 

Support Services 

    General & Administrative              $101,276 

    Fundraising                 $32,603 

 

Total Support Services              $133,879 

 

Total Expenses                                        $1,950,962 

 

*Program Support includes non-solicited donor directed  

contributions supporting classrooms, projects and programs across APS. 

 

**Special Projects include services and resources provided to the APS community through solicited restricted donations 

for programs such as Early Beginnings: A Zoom Site, summer education, performing arts and athletic programs. 



Thank you to 

our 

supporters! 

 
The Aurora Public Schools 
Foundation extends 
sincere gratitude to the 
following individuals, 
businesses and 
community organizations 
who made donations 
between July 1, 2013 and 
June 30, 2014.  

 

Donor List 

$100,000+ 

Denver Foundation 

Foundation for Educational   
  Excellence 

Gates Family Foundation 

Oakwood Homes 

Temple Hoyne Buell    
  Foundation 
 

$10,000-$50,000 

Aurora Public Schools 
BakerHostetler 
Denver Broncos 

Comcast 

DaVita 

FirstBank – Aurora Market 

Pickens Technical College 

Qualistar 

$5,000-$9,999 
Academy Roofing, Inc. 
Colorado Area Health Education  
  Centers Program 
Delta Dental 
Denver Museum of Nature and   
  Science 
Dr. Chad Emrick 
M.A. Mortenson Company 
Mile High United Way 
PCL Construction 
PEBC 
The Piton Foundation 
Renaissance Charitable  
  Foundation  
Staples 

Trion Promotion & Design 
UnitedHealthcare 
University of Colorado Denver 
University of Colorado Hospital 

$1,000-$2,499 
Natalie Brown 
Grace Burns 
Elizabeth Ford 
Sandra Hays 
Ownes Minor 

Mark Robertson 
Patricia Rodrigues 
Mary Spillane 
Steven & Michelle Toltz 
Elinor Travis 
Aaron & Rebecca Conk Wonder 
Association of Latino  
 Administrators & Superintendents 
 on behalf of Georgia Duran 
Aurora Frontier K-8 PTO 
Chicago Community Foundation 
Colorado Rockies 
Community College of Aurora 
Kohls 
Octavio Herrera & Amy Roegler 

Suss Buick 
Whiting Oil & Gas 

 
$500-$999 

Dave Baker 
Barnes & Noble 
Leo & Michele Beserra  
Broadview Animal Clinic 
Eugene Bump 
California Latino Superintendent's  
  Association 
FirstBank – Aurora Market 
Gordman’s 
Debi Hunter Holen 
Cindy Jennings 
Paul Lhevine 
Diane Loosbrock 

Gifts up to $499 
Acupuncture Denver Oriental   
  Medical Arts LLC 
Maura Adler 
Kelly & Jeffrey Akulschin 
Eugene & Betty Albo 
Amazon Smile Foundation 

Anadarko 
Sherry Anderson 
Anonymous 
Aurora Symphony 
Stella Bailey 
John Barry 
Michael Bautista 
Tamara Beck 
Christine Benero 
Jacqueline Bennett 
Virginia Boschen 
Kenneth & Erika Boyd 
Adrienne Bradshaw 
Don & Marilyn Brandt 

$2,500-$4,999 
Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
Aurora Schools Federal Credit    
  Union 
BKD 
CenturyLink 
Children's Hospital Colorado 
Colorado School and Public    
  Employees Retirement Association 
Colorado State Bank & Trust 
ConocoPhillips 
Kaiser Permanente 
Medical Center of Aurora 
Metro Migrant Education Program 
Rico & Kay Munn 
Office Depot/Max 
Peak Resources, Inc. 
Prologis Foundation 
RBC Capital Markets 
Robinson Waters and O'Dorisio,  
  P.C. 
University of Colorado Denver/ 
  Anschutz Medical Campus 
US Bank 

Marsh & McLeennan Inc. 
Daniel & Kimberly Oberg 
Stef Petryszyn 
R & M Marketing, Inc. 
RX Fabrication 
JulieMarie A. Shepherd, Ph.D. 
Sasha Wilson 



Donor List 

Colorado Association of  
  School Executives 

Colorado Rapids 
Community First Foundation 
Shaaron Copher 
Lindsey Coulter 
Viviane Le Courtois 
Mary Cunningham 
Wiley Daniel 
Jackie Davis 
Stacy Davis 
Robert Deibel 
Robert & Deloris Delapp 
Nancy & Jeff Denhoed 
Denver Nuggets 
Teddy Devine 
Diane M. DiGiacomo 
Walter & Laura Dobbs 
R.C. Donahue 
Matthew Dustin 

David Lewis 
Susan Lowry 
Rosemary Luke 
Kenneth & Susan  
  Lytwyniuk 
Graig Mackay 
Macy’s East 
David & Diana Manchak 

Leah Martinez 
Michael Martinez 
Wayne Martinez 
Carol McBride 
Dianne McCallister 
Thad McCauley 
Paul McDonald 
Kerry McFadden 
Scott & Terry McFarlane 
Dawn McWilliams 
Paul & Barbara    
  Melinkovich 
Dona & Patrick Mendoza 
Rick & Susan Metzler 
Microsoft 
Middle Tennessee  

  Foundation 
Dale Mingilton 
Robert Mischke 
Leslie Mitchell 

Nancy Todd 
Brandon & Sarah Davison  
  Tracy 
Trion Promotion and Design 
Shawn & Lindsay Turner 
Paul & Susan Valas 
Christopher Vann 
Nancy Walsh 
Christine Washburn 
Matthew Wasserman 
Leah & Thomas Weihe 
Joan Wells 
Wells Fargo 
Benjamin Widmer 
Virginia Wielgot 
Anne Wolfe 
Elizabeth Wolfer 
Ophus Wong 
Kathy Workman 
Rachel Workman & Chris  
  Gayer 
Yeshuas Ministry Inc. 
Katheryne Zinter 

 
Karina & Roberto Carrillo 
Jodie Cates 
Ann Chambers 
Brian Christianson 
Barbara Clark 
Colonel Julian L. Clay 
Andrea Clifford 
George Coker 
Jennifer & David Collins 

Andrew & Ellen Selig 
Anthony Sharp 
Adam & Dana Sher 
Ksenia Shishkovskaja 
Bette Snider 
Yarrow Spitzfaden 
Barbara Springer 
Mattie Springfield 
Stapleton Foundation 
State Farm 
Jane Stuart 
Glenn Stunkard 
Paul & Kate Tauer 
Christopher Telk 
Wendy & Thomas Thorpe 

Erin Klaas 
Charity Knowles 
Danton & Yoko Kono 
Walter Kono 
R. Krasko 
Michelle Krawchik 
Kroenke Sports 
Nichole M. Kubly 
Rachel Kurtz-Phelan 
Kim Lancaster 
Pieter Leenhouts 
Jon Lehmann 
Richard B. Levin 

Gifts up to $499 
Thomas & Sharon Burke 
Joe Burnton 
A. Bruce & Brenda  

  Campbell 
Jeanette Carmany 

Kelly Ensminger & David  
  Iverson 

Suzy Jaeger 
Brent & Laura Jaster 
Lisa Jones 
Nelson S. Joo 
Charlotte & Charlesly   
  Joseph 
DL Kendrick 
Nayer Khazeni 

Ohiopyle Prints 
Kelton & Sarah Osborn 
Donald & Mary Pageler 

Joseph & Tina Paladino 
Murugan Palani 
Richard Patterson 
Paul L. Smith, P.C. 
Andrea Payne 
Diana Payne 
George & Barbara Peck 
Valli Jo Pederson 
Donna Peters 
Wayne Peterson 

Lynn Pravecek 
Phillip Pryke 
Stanley & Patricia Pursley 
Luke Ramirez 
Steve & Cheryl Rebik 
Michael & Judith Regan 
Kimberly Reiser 
S. Elizabeth Romer 
Robert Roth 
Derek Rushing 
Susan & Jordan Sanger 
Jason Schickli 
A.M. Schwalm 

Elizabeth Hoffman 
Beverly Holtz 

Kyoko Mitsuoka 
The Moe Family  
  Charitable Fund 
Samantha Moreno 
Mary Morgan 
Zachary Mugge 
Marcetta Murante 
Dustin Nelson 
Ninja Philanthropic Fund  
  of the Jewish Federation   
  of  Greater Atlanta 
Laura Noe 
Office of the District  
  Attorney, 18th Judicial  
  District 
 
 

Nate & Diane Eckloff 
Evan Emrick 
Laura English 
Dave Espinosa 
Eloise Fair 
Emma Falbo 
Donna & Alex Farish 
Laurie Foster 
Shawnee Lynn Friend 
Martha Fulford 
Michael Garcia 
Alicia Garrison 
Sean M. Gillespie 
Jane Goff 
Nancy Gonzales 
Rachael Gregoire 
Eric & Pamela Hagen 
Ulcca Hansen 
Eliza & Rufus Harper 
Valerie Haustein 
Peg Healey 
Stephen & Lynn Hazelrigg  
  Hetterich 
Anthony Hidalgo 
Hinkley High School 
Mike & Dee Hodapp 
Wendy Hodges 
Derek & Jill Hoffman 



Connect with us! 
Visit us at www.EducateAurora.org: 

 

Join: Sign up to receive our newsletter 

to stay up to date with all of our events 

and programs.  
 

Follow:  Find links to our social media 

profiles and connect with us on 

Facebook and Twitter, where we post 

photos, alumni profiles and more.  
 

Support: Our website is a great resource 

to learn about ways your support can 

benefit APS students.  You can also 

make a donation online.  

Support us! 
 
The Aurora Public Schools Foundation is 

a Colorado 501c3 nonprofit 

organization that fundraises year-round 

to support programming benefiting 

Aurora Public Schools students and 

communities.  

 

To make a gift to the foundation, you 

can: 

 

1. Mail checks, made payable to The 

Aurora Public Schools Foundation, to:  

 

The Aurora Public Schools Foundation 

15701 E. 1st Ave. #206 

Aurora, CO 80011 

 

2. Give online at 

www.EducateAurora.org 

to make a secure and easy credit card 

contribution.  

 

3. Make a Planned Gift.  Include us in 

your estate or financial planning. To 

make a planned gift of an asset, or to 

learn about establishing a scholarship 

fund, please contact Executive Director 

Paul Lhevine at 303-326-2042. 

 

4. Become a foundation volunteer! 

Volunteers engage as ambassadors to 

all 59 schools and help ensure the work 

of the foundation is aligned with the 

needs of our students, teachers, 

programs and schools.  Email us at 

APSFoundation@aps.k12.co.us  to 

connect with opportunities  

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

http://www.educateaurora.org/
mailto:APSFoundation@aps.k12.co.us

